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 Objective 
To answer the questions 

1) Does a hierarchy exist between different 

footprints ? 

2) What is the impact of the footprint 

hierarchy on global health? 

3) To introduce the framework of ability 

expectation to the footprint discourse 

Introduction 
•Footprints are measures of environmental 

impact; they link the creation and 

consumption of goods and services to 

environmental costs 

•The environment is a known social 

determinant of health  (WHO) 

•Ableism: the sentiment that certain abilities 

are perceived as essential (5) 

•Depending on ones ability preferences and 

desires one perceives certain footprints as 

more worthy of attention than others(4) 

Method 
We looked at the visibility of different  

footprints in various newspapers from 

Canada and Asia (frequency analysis) 

Procedure: We accessed the sources as 

follows (the Canadian Newsstand 

Proquest online database (provided by 

the University of Calgary), the New York 

Times (NYT.com), China Daily 

(http://www.chinadaily.com.cn), Google, 

Google Scholar, and Malaysia The Star 

online (http://thestar.com.my/)  

   Results  
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Conclusion 
• A  hierarchy is apparent  amongst footprints;  carbon being most visible (Table 1,2 & Fig. 1) 

• Implications for health  can be seen in the impact the less visible footprints have (Table 3,4 ) 

• Environmental DALYs per capita show the current strain on health due to substandard 

environmental conditions (Fig. 3) 

• Pollution  can be caused by heat, light, sound, radiation or radioactivity, and other  forms 

of energy. This pollution is hazardous for both human health and the ecosystem (6) 

• The water footprint of consumer goods is unknown to most people(4); part of the solution 

could be to add water footprint information to restaurants menus (Fig. 2) 

• Using an ableism lens, it is possible to analyze the motivation for undertaking certain actions 

such as dealing with environmental issues (4) 

• Some highlighted the sales pitch of competitiveness, an ability, to generate acceptance 

and interest for environmental issues stating: “During the Dutch EU chairmanship in 2004, 

the eco-efficiency discourse was successfully coupled with the Lisbon project of revitalizing 

the competitiveness of the European knowledge economy, in which environmental issues 

were pushed as economic opportunities.” (4, 7) 
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